B lymphocytic lymphoma (large cell) of possible splenic marginal zone origin presenting with prominent splenomegaly and unusual cordal red pulp distribution.
Two cases of large cell lymphoma, B-cell type, primarily involving the red pulp of the spleen rather than the white pulp are described. A number of unusual features suggest that this may be a lymphoma originating from a distinct splenic B-cell lymphocyte whose origin may be the marginal zone of the spleen or the splenic cords. The patients presented with splenomegaly, cytopenias, and no peripheral lymphadenopathy. The gross appearance of the spleens was beefy red without tumor nodules. The tumor cells were primarily in the splenic cords and surrounding residual normal white pulp. There was a minimal hemic phase. The tumor cells had abundant cytoplasm, surface IgM, IgD, kappa, and FC receptors, tartrate-resistant acid phosphatase, but no alkaline phosphatase or interleukin-2 receptors. They had a similar DNA aneuploidy. The most unusual feature was that tumor cells in both cases had phagocytic properties. These lymphomas may be clinically more indolent than their follicular center counterparts.